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Abstract — The first development of Fossil Fuel Resources in the area began in
1881 with the staking of mining claims for high quality coal resources in the Coal
Rasin Area of Pitkin County, Colorado. The coals were mined and used for steel
making as late as 1991.

Oil and gas resource development began with the drilling of a 10,815 hole on the
Divide Creek Anticline during 1937 — 1939 that TD’d in the Mancos Shale and
was plugged. Over the subsequent years different exploration and development
projects have targeted different zones and plays. Including the Iles Formation,
Mesaverde Coals, Dakota, Morrison, Entrada, Weber-Maroon, Minturn, and
Leadville formations.

Overall modest gas production in the range of 60 BCFG has been produced from
the sandstones of the Iles Formation and Mesaverde Coals. Considering the size of
the Divide Creek anticline and other structures in the area, the area has been a
graveyard for oil and gas exploration.

With the technological development of horizontal drilling and improvements in
hydraulic fracturing, significant potential for unconventional resource development
in the members of the Mancos Shale exist. This play is in the early stages.

The history of land use conflicts in the vicinity dating back to the formation of the
US National Forests in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s will be reviewed. Further,
economic issues related to conflicts from competing uses for the collectively
owned resources of the area will be reviewed.



